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OF BELONGING 

A typical day in the life of Juliet O’Brien ’16 begins 

with a workout at 0530 and formation with her 

FRPSDQ\�DW�������7KHUH�LV�FODVV��D�QRRQ�PHDO�
formation that includes swords, a mandated two-

KRXU�ZRUNRXW��GLQQHU��EULHƼQJV��DQG�VWXG\�SHULRG�
until 2300, which is lights out if you’re a plebe 

�IUHVKPDQ���ű3UHWW\�PXFK�HYHU\�PLQXWH�RI�WKH�GD\�LV�
structured, but this place is designed to teach you 

how to manage your time effectively and perform 

ZHOO�XQGHU�VWUHVV�Ų

How did a Castilleja girl with a lifelong passion for 

dance decide to attend the United States Naval 

Academy? She applied on a whim for Summer 

Seminar, a week-long experience designed to give 

rising high school seniors a glimpse at life at the 

academy, and discovered a sense of service that 

LQVSLUHG�KHU��ű,ŮOO�QHYHU�IRUJHW�JHWWLQJ�D�FDOO�IURP�P\�
FRQJUHVVZRPDQ��5HS��-DFNLH�6SHLHU��LQ�)HEUXDU\�
right before watching Arts with a Heart my senior 

year at Casti, saying that I had made it into the 

1DYDO�$FDGHP\�Ų�-XOLHW�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�ƼUVW�&DVWLOOHMD�
alumna to attend the university in Annapolis and 

RQH�RI�����ZRPHQ�LQ�KHU�FODVV�RI�������PLGVKLSPHQ�

Looking back over the past four years, Juliet 

admits, “this place does a good job of challenging 

\RX�LQ�VHYHUDO�GLIIHUHQW�ZD\V��/HDUQLQJ�WR�GHDO�
with anxieties about not running as fast as some 

others, or not being the loudest voice in the room 

KDV�WDXJKW�PH�WKDW�EHLQJ�D�OHDGHU�LQYROYHV�ƼQGLQJ�
\RXU�RZQ�DSSURDFK�WR�VLWXDWLRQV�Ų�3URXG�RI�KRZ�
she has been able to integrate her passions for 

the humanities, arts, and languages with life in 

the Navy, she has found a sense of belonging in 

PDQ\�SODFHV��LQFOXGLQJ�RQ�WKH�1DY\�'DQFH�7HDP��
“Casti instilled in me the value of developing and 

maintaining a strong core group of female friends, 

which has been essential in an institution that is 

SUHGRPLQDQWO\�PDOH�Ų�6KH�LV�JUDWHIXO�WR�KDYH�IRXQG�
a niche on the team, which practices daily and 

SHUIRUPV�DW�IRRWEDOO�DQG�EDVNHWEDOO�JDPHV�

Juliet studied abroad in Morocco last fall and 

cherished the opportunity to “live with a host family, 

learn Arabic, and study public policy in French at a 

ORFDO�XQLYHUVLW\��,W�ZDV�D�FKDQFH�IRU�PH�WR�OLYH�DV�D�
civilian for a semester, but also to fall in love with 

a new culture and think about how I can apply an 

interest in diplomacy and development with

“Casti instilled 
in me the value 
of developing 
and maintaining 
a strong core 
group of female 
friends, which 
has been 
essential in an 
institution that 
is predominantly 
male.”

H[SHULHQFH�LQ�WKH�GHIHQVH�DUHQD�DV�ZHOO�Ų�:KLOH�
looking ahead to future possibilities, Juliet also 

VSHQW�WLPH�UHƽHFWLQJ�RQ�WKH�PHQWRUV�ZKR�KDG�
helped her along the way: “Madame Repellin

HA

 and 

Madame Schryver
HA

 for kindling a love of languages 

and exposing me to Maghrebi culture through 

French literature classes, which has led me to 

H[SORUH�DQ�HQWLUHO\�QHZ�FXOWXUH�DQG�ODQJXDJH��
0V��.HUWVPDQ�IRU�KHU�OHDGHUVKLS�LQ�WKH�$&(�
Center and everyone who worked on the Global 

Investigator Trip when I was there…that was truly 

RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�IRUPDWLYH�WLPHV�RI�P\�&DVWL�FDUHHU�Ų

Now a senior at USNA, Juliet will soon embark on 

a new career, FRPPLVVLRQLQJ�DV�D�6XUIDFH�:DUIDUH�
2IƼFHU�RQ�WKH�866�3RUWHU��$V�D������7UXPDQ�
Scholar, she plans to pursue a master’s degree in 

international development and modern Middle 

(DVWHUQ�VWXGLHV��SHQGLQJ�1DY\�DSSURYDO�

-XOLHW��SLFWXUHG�PLGGOH��ERWWRP�URZ��DQG�WKH�1DY\�'DQFH�7HDP�


